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joined the rest beneath the apple tree.
One day he will be large enough to
challenge the big tom, and snoods
will dangle, feet will leap, and feath-
ers will fly.

The last time I saw Tom was when
I was packing up my car to go south
to Mendocino for Thanksgiving. He
came up the driveway strutting and
gobbling with his feathers in full
display. I stopped my task to watch
him and he turned in a circle to show
me all his glorious colors before he
walked back down the hill to his hens.
I suspect he wanted to remind me to
stop off at the coop to feed everyone
before I hit the road.

When I returned from my trip, I
didn’t see the turkeys the first day,
and on the second, only the girls
showed up. On the third day, the hens
returned, followed by three other
males and no Tom. I felt dread in the
pit of my stomach. Something had
happened to him over Thanksgiving.

I found myself really missing Tom.
A stab of grief would hit me every
time the turkey hens would come run-
ning from the orchard for their por-
tion of grain with no Tom. I missed
his wonderful voice. I missed how he
would walk up to me when I would
sit in my chair at the coop and turn
his head to peer at me with one eye,
then gobble a greeting and go down
to get his grain. The three hooligans
(my name for the three new toms)
come by once in a while, but they are
very afraid of me and make no con-
tact at all. They are also pushy with
the others, shoving them aside to get
more than their share of the food I
throw out.

It’s been months now since Tom’s
disappearance, and I still miss him.
It is a wonderful feeling to be able
to communicate with a wild crea-
ture even to a small degree. I did not
imagine that when Tom came up to
talk to me as I loaded the car for my
trip, showing me how beautiful he
was in full display, it would be good-
bye. A
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CLASSIFIED ADS

Backwoods Home Magazine assumes no
liability for problems arising with orders to
advertisers. Any complaints must be taken
up with advertisers directly.

ALTERNATIVE ENERGY

PROPANE AND SOLAR
REFRIGERATORS/FREEZERS, Gas
Lights, Solar Panels, Propane Ranges and
more. Free Brochures. 1-800-771-7702
www.BensDiscountSupply.com

FOOD/BEVERAGES

20% DISCOUNT! ORDER NOW! The

freshest dried vegetables, fruits, beans,
and more from an award winning company.
Order online at www.GoHHF.com or call
1-800-696-1395. Use code BW20.

FOR SALE

PORTABLE SAWMILL & RESAW
BLADES 1” thru 2” wide and any length.
Call Cooks Saw today 1-800-473-4804 or
visit us online at www.cookssaw.com

For free articles and great deals,

visit www.backwoodshome.com

KINDLE CLASSIFIED ADS

To place a classified
ad online, please visit
www.backwoodshome.com/
shop/product/classified-ads
or mail your written ad (with
payment) to: Backwoods Home

Magazine, P.O. Box 712, Gold

Beach, OR 97444.
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: RATES: $1 per word. Minimum: $20.
1 (Phone number, website, & email

| address are each one word). The

| rate for a 1-inch display ad in the

| classifieds is $50. Payment must

1 accompany ad (check, money order,
1 credit card information, or cash in U.S.
1 funds).
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2018 AD DEADLINES:
Jan/Feb #175 (Nov. 15, 2018)
Mar/Apr #176 (Jan. 15, 2019)
May/June #177 (Mar. 15, 2019)
July/Aug #178 (May 15, 2019)
Sept/Oct #179 (July 15, 2019)
Nov/Dec #180 (Sept. 15, 2019)
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BHMW'S SELF-RELIANGE GUIDE BOOKS

Get all six of our popular Self-Reliance Guides and save!

Get the
whole set for

7$29.95

To order, visit www.backwoodshome.com/shop or call 1-541-247-8900

Learn about living
oft-grid, stocking your
pantry, making a living,
foraging, dairy goats,
and getting started
with chickens.

www.backwoodshome.com



