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            Goat birthing and raising kids

            
                                                            


            
                



By Jackie Clay



Issue #112 • July/August, 2008



Dairy goats form one of the cornerstones of our homestead. Not only do they provide milk, cheese, ice...            
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            Raising your own beef for your family
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            How to buy your first sheep without getting shorn
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            Brooder in a box
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            Keeping homestead animals healthy
            
                                                                            

        


        


        
	
 


 

Self-Reliance
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                Dollar Store to the Rescue
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                An easier way to cut firewood By Larry LaVan
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                Avoiding heat illness
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                Teaching the joy of reading
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                Used bookstores can be sucessful in the hinterlands
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                Funerals don’t have to be expensive
                
                                        
                                                                    
                

            


        


        
	
 


 


Farm and Garden
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                    Flowers Brighten the Garden
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            Okra — Not Just for the South

                
                                                                                                            


                
                    




By Alice B. Yeager
Photos by James O. Yeager




Issue #58 • July/August, 1999



No one is quite sure about how okra seeds came to this country....                
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            Build a Heated Germination Bed

                
                                                                                                            


                
                    




By Charles Sanders




Issue #92 • March/April, 2005



Many of us who garden have learned the benefits of starting our own vegetable and flower plants. There...                
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            Hügelkultur for the Homestead

                
                                                                                                            


                
                    





By Rose Shelton



Issue #176 • April/May/June, 2019

Last spring, I finally completed a long-planned homestead project of constructing two hügelkultur beds. What is hügelkultur? It’s...                

            


        


        

 

Americana and History
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                        President George Washington’s Farewell Address
                                                                                            


                    
                        Friends and Fellow Citizens: The period for a new election of a citizen, to administer the executive government of the United States, being not far distant, and the time actually arrived, when your thoughts must be employed in designating the person who is to be clothed with that important...                    
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                        The greatest American who was never President
                                                                                            


                    
                        




By John Silveira




Issue #60a • November/December, 1999



"The election's next year, right?" I asked.

Dave Duffy, the publisher of Backwoods Home Magazine, was editing a rather lengthy article on water. I don't know if he didn't hear me or just didn't realize I was talking to him. He didn't say anything,...                    
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                        the gee-whiz! page: Animals, humans, extraterrestrials, and tools
                                                                                            


                    
                        




By O. E. MacDougal




Issue #154 • July/August, 2015



There was a time when it was thought that a defining difference between humans and animals was: we use tools, they don't. But, in the last few decades, it's been discovered that many animals are tool users.

Before we go further, let's define...                    
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Animals
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            Khaki Campbell ducks — The other egg layer


            
                                                            



            
                




By Amanda J. Kemp




Issue #126 • November/December, 2010



Spring brings the pitter-patter of little feet in the mud, games of tag, and raucous quacks. While...            
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            How to buy your first sheep without getting shorn


            
                                                            



            
                




By Anita Evangelista




Issue #32 • March/April, 1995



Multimillionaire J. Paul Getty was once asked the secret of becoming rich. He's reported to have said, "I...            
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            Bottle-raise a calf
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            Dorper sheep — Revolutionizing the meat sheep industry
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            Broody biddies make sense on the homestead
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            Llamas guarding sheep? — Not such a far-fetched idea
            
                                                                            

        


        


        
	
 


 

Self-Reliance
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                Fire resistant property
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                Grandma will love this personal ‘Helping Hands’ wall hanging
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                Pump water for free
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                How to make money from storage building auctions
                
                                        
                                                                    
                

            


        


        
	
 


 
            


            
                

Farm and Garden



	

        
            [image: ]

            
                How to Grow Garlic

                
                                                                                                


                
                    





By Melissa Souza



Issue #167 • September/October, 2017



Garlic is easy and rewarding to grow. I use it throughout the year, as it is extremely easy to store. Garlic is one of the most commonly used...                


                
                    Read more
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                For Extra Production, Try Mound Gardening

                
                                                                                                


                
                    




By Edward Love Johnson




Issue #44 • March/April, 1997



I began experimenting with mound gardening several years ago, due to limited garden space. Then as time went by, I found other reasons (or should I say...                
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